CONNECTING SONGS
WITH CHARACTER TRAITS
PREPARED BY BARBARA CASSUTO
CENTER FOR CHARACTER EDUCATION
CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, HAYWARD

The following songs are grouped by character traits. Since several songs are appropriate
for more than one trait, the composer and publisher are listed only under the first entry.
The first line of each listing is the title of the song and the second line lists the composer
followed by the publisher.

CARING GRADE LEVEL
Best Friend 3-5
Stainbrook, Shawnee Press

Consider Yourself (from the musical, Oliver) 3-6
Lionel Bart,

I’d Like To Teach The World To Sing 4-6
Backer, Davis, Cook, Shawnee Press

Say Hello 4-5
Kirby Shaw, Jensen Pub. Inc

Song of Peace 4-6
No Man Is An Island 4-6

Joan Whitney, Shawnee Press



GRADE LEVEL

COMMITTED

Keepin’ The Dream Alive 5-7
K. Shaw, Kirby Shaw Music

Let There Be Peace On Earth 4-6
Miller & Jackson, Highland Music Co. or Shawnee Press

We Are The Children 4-6
S. Albrecht, Alfred Publishing Co.

Martin Luther King 1-3
T. Fulbright, Macmillan Music Series, Gr. 2

A World of Difference 4-6
Joseph Martin, Malcolm Music

COMPASSIONATE

All Over The World 4-6
Donnelly, Shawnee Press

I’d Like To Teach The World To Sing (see Caring) 4-6
No Man Is An Island (see Caring) 4-6
CONFIDENT

This Little Light of Mine 3-5
Neil Johnson, Jensen Publishing

COURAGEOUS

Let There Be Peace On Earth (see Committed) 4-6
Little By Little 4-6

Natalie Sleeth, Hinshaw Music

Tomorrow (from the musical Annie) 3-6
Charles Strouse, BIG 3

We Are The Children (see Committed) 4-6

Free To Be...You and Me 5-6
Marlo Thomas. Publisher unknown



RESPONSIBLE

Best Friend (see Caring)
PATIENT

Little By Little (see Courageous)
POSITIVE

Catch A Falling Star
Vance & Pockress, Greg Gilpin

It’s A Small World
Sherman & Sherman, Wonderland Music Co.

Little By Little (see Courageous)
Say Hello (see Caring)
Tomorrow (see Courageous)

A Wonderful, Colorful Tapestry
Angerman, Shawnee Press

RESPECTFUL

It’s A Small World (see Positive)

A Wonderful, Colorful Tapestry (see Positive)
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